A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
700, and the final date is the death of that great organizer St
Wilfrid, in 709.
There are three main events deciding the course of this
revolution: (i) The Refusal—that is, the refusal of the warped
and isolated Christian bishops of the West to aid the new Roman
mission to the East Coast. This happened at the very origin of
the affair (in 604), and deflects the whole story of England,
making the recovery of civilization advance from the East Coast
westward, instead of the other way about, from west to cast, as
it should normally have done and actually did in all the rest of
Europe. (2) The Council of Whitby, in which the customs of
the Irish missionaries who had evangelized the North gave way
to the Roman discipline. This took place a lifetime after St
Augustine, in 664. It was of the highest consequence, deter-
mining the future language of the island by sapping Western and
Celtic-speaking influences. (3) The work of St Theodore of
Tarsus, who was sent by the Pope to organize the recovery of the
British province. On the foundations laid down by St Theodore
the unity of England gradually arose, and its full contact with
Europe was assured. His work began in 668, and was continued
by St Wilfrid till 709. The wars and alliances of the little kings,
and the shifting boundaries of their petty districts, have slight
interest for English history. The great event of that seventh
century for England was the religious one, whereby the first
seeds of a single nation were sown, and the direction English
institutions and language were to take was decided by the nature
of the religious settlement. Both institutions and language were
profoundly changed in the succeeding centuries, especially by
the Norman Conquest in 1066, the Black Death in 1348, and
the Reformation after 1525. The judicial and political frame-
work dates from the Conquest; the language now called English
dates from the Black Death, But that English is spoken in
Devon to-day and that the Crown of England symbolizes one
united people are ultimately due to the missionary work under-
taken by St Augustine, the agent of Pope Gregory, and concluded
by St Theodore, the agent of Pope Vitalian,
St Augustine and his Companions. The Failure of the
Western British Bishops, St Augustine and his monks were
well received by Ethelbert, the kinglet of Kent. Though he had
known the Church all his life and was neighbour to it at half
a day's sailing, he had taken hitherto no step towards it beyond
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